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LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

It has been two years since we last took stock of all that Mt. 
Vernon Manor Community Development Corporation (MVM), 
along with its partners, has accomplished in the wake of 2013’s 
landmark “We Are Mantua!” neighborhood transformation 
plan. Whether it would be an understatement to say that we 
have stayed busy since then is a determination that I leave you, 
the reader, to make in light of the report that follows. For my 
part, I could hardly be happier to introduce the contents of 
this report, which highlight some of MVM’s key recent achieve-
ments.

In the winter of 2018, MVM concluded a comprehensive, five-
year strategic planning process, in which we evaluated our 
work to date in the service of the priorities identified in the 
“We Are Mantua” plan and charted a path for continuing to 

advance our community’s vision going forward. One valuable aspect of that process was to 
synthesize the seven neighborhood priorities identified in the plan into three broad, thematic 
imperatives, which are reflected in the organization of this report. These imperatives are: to 
control our land; to build our wealth; and to improve our quality of life (and when I say ‘our,’ I 
mean the ‘we’ that is every resident of and stakeholder in Mantua).

This report documents the success we have attained in pursuing these priorities throughout 
2017 and 2018. I have always felt that Mt. Vernon Manor’s role is to embody the hopes and to 
meet the needs of the Mantua community, so I believe our achievements as an organization are 
also victories for a neighborhood realizing its vision for a prosperous and equitable future.

On behalf of Mt. Vernon Manor CDC, I extend my warmest thanks to everyone who has 
helped us to get where we are and who will join us in partnership to where we are headed.

In community,
Michael Thorpe, Executive Director



CREATING
HOUSING FOR ALL
Preserving Affordable Options in Eastern Mantua

Building New Opportunity in Western Mantua

By the Numbers: Mantua Preservation Project
•	 29 apartment units in 10 buildings
•	 $2.5 million total development cost
•	 Affordable to families below 60% Area Median Income

In November of 2018, Mt. Vernon 
Manor CDC acquired a ten-unit, 
scattered site affordable housing 
development known as Mantua 
Gardens East. These apartments 
have a long, rich history in the 
neighborhood, but over time had 
been neglected, fallen into disre-
pair, and were at risk of being lost 
forever. But, working with the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office, Philadelphia 
LISC, and others, Mt. Vernon Man-
or was able to save these import-
ant affordable units and now plans 
to redevelop them as the Mantua 
Preservation Project. The project 
will be supported by equity, grant, 
and loan dollars and renovations 
will begin in 2019.

While sustaining existing affordable housing in 
Mantua, Mt. Vernon Manor CDC is also work-
ing to bring new opportunities to the neigh-
borhood. In 2018, an unprecedented part-
nership of for-profit and non-profit housing 
developers, including Mt. Vernon Manor, was 
awarded a major project by the Philadelphia 
Redevelopment Authority.  The project aims 
to help revitalize a historic stretch the 40th 
Street corridor by building almost 100 new 
units of mixed-income, mixed-tenure housing. 
Project partners include the People’s Emer-
gency Center CDC, Philadelphia Habitat for 
Humanity, and Smith-Roller Development.



CULTIVATING
COMMUNITY WEALTH
Developing the Local Workforce with Land Care

Supporting Household Savings through the NAC

By the Numbers: VITA Tax Service
•	 574 federal and state income tax returns 

prepared in 2017 and 2018
•	 $888,000 returned to the community

2018 marked the fourth year of Mt. Vernon Manor CDC’s partnership with Philadelphia’s 
Neighborhood Advisory Committee (NAC) program, which leverages federal dollars and local 
expertise to deliver vital social service provision and referral to city residents. Starting with the 
housing services at the heart of its mission, the MVMCDC NAC office also provides financial 
literacy and wealth building for residents of its service area. Assisting with foreclosure preven-

In the fall of 2018, Mt. Vernon Manor began a program called “Ready, Set, Green!” to reduce 
blight, beautify the local environment, and offer career-building opportunities for residents 
and returning citizens. In the program’s first season, MVMCDC has hired and trained a crew 
of five to collect trash, mow grass, trim greenery, and otherwise maintain the land on vacant 
lots around Mantua every weekday from April 
through October.  By doing so, the program 
is developing second-chance career pathways 
while also supporting public safety and raising 
property values around the landscaped lots.

tion, rent rebates, utility payments, property 
tax freezes, income tax preparation, and other 
services, MVMCDC NAC has helped residents 
to secure dozens of homes and saved residents 
almost $1 million in the past two years alone!



ENHANCING
QUALITY OF LIFE

Fostering Trust Between Residents and Police

Activating Mantua Greenway with Art and Exercise

By the Numbers: 
Work It Out!
•	 6 different well-

ness and exercise 
activities, such as 
double-dutch, line 
dancing, and yoga 

•	 32 total hours of 
physical, mental, 
and social activity 

•	 50+ participants 
of all ages en-
gaged during the 
fall season

West Philadelphia residents, police officers, and 
community groups beat out the heat in July to 
celebrate the fourth annual 16th Police District 
Promise Zone Community Fun Day.  Over 500 
people turned out to play basketball, watch per-
formances, enjoy snacks, and win prizes. Com-
munity Fun Day 2018 also highlighted another 
year of effective partnership between Mt. Ver-
non Manor CDC, the 16th Police District, the 
West Philadelphia Promise Zone, residents, and 
others to sustain and build on recent improve-
ments in public safety.

While working toward the 
physical transformation of the 
Mantua Greenway, Mt. Vernon 
Manor CDC has not needed a 
groundbreaking event to start 
re-energizing the public spac-
es along the neighborhood’s 
northern border. In the summer 
of 2018, MVM began a physical 
wellness program called Work 
It Out! that brought a flurry of 
activities to the Greenway, from  
power walking to zumba. Then, 
in the fall, MVM partnered with 
local artists to engage residents 
in the design of a three-part 
public art piece that will be 
installed at key locations along 
the Greenway. MVM also final-
ized plans for welcome signage 
to greet travelers and residents 
at the 34th Street gateway.



THANKING
OUR PARTNERS

Interested in staying up to date on 
Mantua community events, news, and 
resources? Subscribe to our news-

letter by emailing info@mvmcdc.org.

www.mvmcdc.org

 Mt. Vernon Manor CDC
631 N. 39th Street

Philadelphia, PA  19104
(215) 475-9492

Alden Blyth, Andrew Geller, Andrew and Jessica Richardson, Anti-Violence Partnership, Beth 
Ackerson and Alan McIlhenny, Bill and Nancy Foster, Brian Jordan, Community Capacity Build-
ers, Drexel University, Energy Coordinating Agency of Philadelphia, Family Practice & Counsel-
ing Network, Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh, Friends of the Mantua Greenway, Habitat 
for Humanity, Indego, Jerry Sweeney, Joanne Douglas, Joseph McQuillan, Joseph Ritchie, Joseph 
Spivak, Local Initiatives Support Corporation, Lowe’s, Lucy Kerman, Mantua Block Captains, 
Mantua Civic Association, Mantua Residents, Mantua Urban Peace Gardeners, Mark and Sandra 
Colatrella, Meg Lemieur, Melrose Group, Morton McMichael School, Paulette Greenwell, Penn 
Presbyterian Trauma Center, Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Develop-
ment, Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, People’s Emergency Center, Philadelphia City Coun-
cilwoman Jannie Blackwell, Philadelphia City Planning Commission, Philadelphia Coalition for 
Affordable Communities, Philadelphia Corporation for the Aging, Philadelphia Division of Hous-
ing and Community Development, The Philadelphia Foundation, Philadelphia Land Bank, Phila-
delphia Mayor’s Office of Community Empowerment and Opportunity, Philadelphia Parks and 
Recreation Department, Philadelphia Police Department, Philadelphia Redevelopment Author-
ity, Philadelphia Streets Department, Philadelphia Water Department, Powelton Village Civic 
Association, The Reinvestment Fund, Sedakial Gebremedhin, Smith & Roller, Stone Sherick Con-
sulting Group, Tiny WPA, US Department of Housing and Urban Development, William Penn 
Foundation, Zoological Society of Philadelphia, and our “A Community Thrives” Supporters

Mt. Vernon Manor CDC acknowledges the
invaluable support of our partners and funders:
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